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Deer in the City

This exhibition, mounted by the Hearsum Collection and supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, looks at
how deer have been an essential part of Richmond Park since its creation, and their remarkable survival in the
growing urban landscape of London over the last 400 years.

oysey

Photograph by Adrian

With thanks to The Trustees of Lamport Hall, Northants

During the 1630s Charles I enclosed Richmond Park for deer hunting
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Early 17th century painting. Copyright The Fitzwilliam

Museum, Cambridge

The aristocratic pastime of deer hunting goes back centuries
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Sy o Buying the land and enclosing it with a wall was essential

= S to preserve deer herds but unpopular with locals




How the deer have shaped the Park

Within the boundary wall, the landscape and historic buildings reflect the presence of the deer.

Hunting on horseback can be a

- hazardous pursuit, made worse
, by molehills underfoot, so a mole

| catcher was installed in the Park in a
cottage which in Georgian times was
enlarged to become Pembroke Lodge.
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Peter Burrows Smith

LORD SITIDMOTUTH S, IN RICHMOND PARK,

White Lodge, now home to the Royal Ballet School, was founded as a
royal hunting lodge in the 1720s.
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For centuries the deer
have grazed the Park in
a way which maintains

open grassland. But
for the deer the Park

The deer eat the

lower branches and

would revert to foliage of the trees to
woodland, like the area create a distinctive

outside Ham Gate. § .. . il Bile . SN SRR N VR g v browse-line.




How the deer have survived over four centuries

Since its creation Richmond Park has been actively managed as a deer park, initially for hunting,
sometimes for venison supply, and more recently as an important nature reserve in an area
engulfed by urban sprawl.

Since the 17th century the size of the Red and Fallow deer herds has fluctuated with
numbers ranging from over 2,000 animals to some 80 in 1945. Threats to the survival

of the deer have included over-hunting, poaching, and disease.

With good management, including winter feeding and the occasional introduction of ; PSS GO T XN AN

outside bloodstock, the herds are thriving today:.

FEEDING THE DEER IN RICHHMOND PARK, P'i ILLUSTRATED APORTING. ARNTI DRAMATIC NEWS, Tisvany 13, 1583 —44b
Tun work of fooding the doer in' Tichmaon I : ] -
ud the oad of the veer, ahout the

L i, wmet, and seatbored thinly to prevent fleh-

tr e v very pognseions ab medl dines. Tt s s

very plisatut sighit 0 sedq” tho ﬁmu-f-u 't
& ik onn

i ELLI:IIH!:'!- fn“rm'ing thie ==
: b o bafurs fordi e
ma greal imbers may be sedn pationt] mng for the -:’l.ﬁ e
vocms out. The two principal fooding IFTIM nre ub tho Whits | o0
fﬁ (Pringe Toek's rosidenos) and by r1]u_-! nnnnnn of Mr, Dunn, ' — o
b kdwper. Ty oventing monl conuists of by, misd (i ds pat
fta the moks in the inclosures, whish form  shelters from i
Hna ww}thl;-n;m;l'lia ri:;jr_ witieh are selustod for the Rayal
nble’ ave fa | Fo¥ |
R E S T Li::t- o ¥ o peas, anad: o good nomber o

REPORTS

ON THE

OUTBREAK OF RABIES

AMONG

DEER

N

RICHMOND PARK DURING THE
YEARS 1886-7,

BY

Mg, A. C. COPE,

CHIEF INSFECTOR, AGRICULTURAL DEFPARTMENT, PRIVY COUNCIL OFFIOL,

AND

Proressor VICTOR HORSLEY, BS, FRS., &c,

PROF, SUPERINTENDENT OF THE BROWN INSTITUTION, WANDEWORTH BROAD, 8. W.

Hrtﬂ;ut_nh to ﬁu_ti; Wouged of Parliament Dy E‘E—un;t;n:r of Fer Majedip.

Action by The Royal Parks protected the deer from
the risk of Foot and Mouth disease in 2001.

LONDON:

And tn be purchased, either directly or through any Booksetlar, from

FusD 08 FL NATISTYS STATIOTCY 0P Tuefday Night lafly four Perfons attempting to fteal the Deer in Richmond New-
o B Park, were attack’d by the Keepers, on which ifJued a fiarp Encountery and inany
oy A R Shots were exchanged on both Sidesy at laft the Deer Stealers returning to get out
of the Park, owme of them was fhot dead as he was climbing over the Wall, two

others who ftayed to-bide the dead Body under a Bufh were apprebended, one of

them being wounded-in the Leg, and laft Night were committed to the Marfhal-

[C.—5276.]

feay the Fourth made his Efcape, one of thofe apprebended is @ Baker’s Appren-
tice, who run away from his Mafter a Fortnight fince.

(c) The British Library Board.
Newcastle Courant 1724

FEESING THE DEER AT WITE TODGE LICHMOND PARK

An account of a violent poaching incident in 1724
Winter feeding in the 19th Century Outbreak of disease in the 1880s ! it of a violent poaching incident in



The deer today

Richmond Park is home to some
300 Fallow deer and 300 Red deer.

Fallow bucks and Red stags start growing their distinctive antlers in the

The life cycle of
deer in the Park
begins with the
young being born
mainly in June,
hidden by their
mothers amongst
the bracken and
long grass.

spring, and shed them at the end of winter each year.

Fallow buck

The ‘rut’ (breeding
S g B season) 1s from
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Mary Pollard

Red deer are indigenous to Britain and are the The deer eat grass, tree foliage and ot e A SR i e ot g T T KR Nowvember. when
country’s largest land mammals. Fallow deer were broad-leafed plants. In the winter this B e R e W o g | ’
g L AT e, el the deer are more

originally introduced by the Romans. The deer live to
around 12 years old in the Park.

Mary Pollard

is supplemented by 320kg of nuts, maize SRS IMEEY ) e S

and hay every night. aggressive.




Buzz Pictures/ Alamy

For future generations

Visitor numbers to the Park have increased from 2.6m in 1996 to 5.5m in 2014,
leading to many pressures on the well-being of the deer.

Wild deer have been a feature of Richmond Park for hundreds of years, and we are working together to ensure

that this historic experience can continue to be enjoyed by all. We hope you will help.
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Increasing numbers of cars
and cyclists in the Park pose
a threat to the deer. When
the 20 mph speed limit was
imtroduced in 2004 the
number of deer fatalities fell
by 70%. The limit applies to
cars and cyclists.

Pedestrians and
dog owners can
help by keeping
at least 50m
away from the
deer.

The Hearsum Collection collects and
preserves the unique heritage of
Richmond Park for all to enjoy.

For more information go to

www.hearsumcollection.org.uk
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partnership with The Friends of Richmond
Park and The Royal Parks.
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